2010 Stewardship Conference
“Telling Your Own Story” Workshop
Bishop John and Shirley MacNaughton

A. The power of the Biblical witness
a. Parishioners want to know what the Bible says about money and giving –
why give anything at all? how to calculate our giving and how much is a
responsible gift for me? This is not about what the church needs but about what
the Bible says.
B. The power of the personal witness –
a. A personal illustration – Use it to recall your own personal experiences.
C. Use the interview technique to construct your own story
a. Imagine a newspaper or TV person interviewing you and answer his/her questions
for yourself. (For a general framework, think of the hymn “Amazing Grace” and
the phrases, “I once was blind but now I see, I once was lost but now am found.”
It goes without saying that the major element in your witness is absolute honesty)
i. What was your young adult attitude toward money in general and giving
in particular? – What do you remember about the giving practices of you
family of origin? What were your young adult giving practices? - What
was your motive for giving? – What people influenced you to change your
attitude and to give more generously? – What passages of Scripture have
influenced your giving? - How would you describe your change in giving
– gradual or sudden – difficult or easy? What are your giving habits
today? What is your motivation for giving today? What is the feeling
about giving like for you, i.e., what do you feel when you give? What are
your future plans about giving? (Questions are adapted from “Generous
Living” magazine)
ii. All questions do not apply to everyone. Pick and choose those that
facilitate the telling your own unique story.
D. People respond positively to what the Scripture says about giving. They respond at an
even deeper level, both positively and negatively, to how their parish leadership responds
to giving..
E. Our personal stories - Shirley and John

